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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
 
I am responding to your request for information under the Freedom of Information Act.  
The answers to your specific questions are as follows: 
 
Can you tell me how many cases of hospital-acquired Covid-19 the Trust has had 
since 1st March 2020 to the present day. Please break this down by probable and 
definite nosocomial infections if this data is available. 
 

HCAI Category Criteria Count 

Hospital-Onset 
Probable 

Positive specimen date 8-14 days after admission to 
Trust 

251 

Hospital-Onset 
Definite 

Positive specimen date 15 or more days after 
admission to Trust 

282 

 
Calculated using first positive swab date. 
Data from 1st March 2020. 
Data snapshot: 25th November 2021. 
 
Please also give me the subsequent number of deaths from hospital acquired Covid 
infections (probable and definite cases).  If you are able, in each case, have you 
informed the patient's relative that it was a hospital acquired infection. 
 
135 subsequent in-hospital deaths with COVID in 1a from above patient cohort (of which 2 
are in-hospital deaths with COVID in 1a and nothing in 1b, 1c or 2 on death certificate). 
 
Patients are informed when they are exposed to COVID in hospital and subsequently test 
positive to COVID by Infection Prevention and Control and ward staff.  Their relative is 
informed by ward staff because they are advised to not visit routinely therefore they should 
already be aware of the healthcare associated acquisition prior to a patient dying.  If a 
patient dies due to COVID this is indicated on the death certificate.  Death certificates do 
not routinely state whether or not COVID is hospital acquired.  At present, we are unable 
to confirm if every patient’s next of kin has been informed specifically that the COVID on 
the death certificate was or was not hospital acquired as this would require a review of 
every patient’s record which would take a significant amount of time. We are therefore 
applying a Section 12(1) to this part of your request. 
 

Cont…/ 



 
Section 12(1) of the Act allows a public authority to refuse to comply with a request for 
information if the authority estimates that the cost of compliance would exceed the 
‘appropriate limit’, as defined by the Freedom of Information and Data Protection 
(Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 (the Regulations).  These state that this 
cost limit is £450 for public authorities which are not part of central government or the 
armed forces.  The costs are calculated at £25 per hour per person regardless of the rate 
of pay, which means that the limit will be exceeded if the work involved would exceed 18 
hours.  The Trust estimates that the cost of complying with this request would significantly 
exceed the above limit.   
 
If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Should you be dissatisfied with the Trust’s response to your request, please write to the 
Freedom of Information Department (esh-tr.foi@nhs.net), quoting the above reference. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda Thornhill (Mrs) 
Corporate Governance Manager 
esh-tr.foi@nhs.net  
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